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PART ONE: OPENING STATEMENT (10-12 MINUTES)  

I. INTRODUCTION 
A. STARTING OUTSIDE 
B. REVELATIONIST 
C. THE ISSUE 

1. the issue is not ‘young Earth’ versus ‘old Earth,’ but this: Can fallible, sinful man be in authority over the 
Word of God? 

2. “From a superficial reading of Genesis 1, the impression would seem to be that the entire creative process 
took place in six twenty-four-hour days. If this was the true intent of the Hebrew author … this seems to 
run counter to modern scientific research, which indicates that the planet Earth was created several billion 
years ago.” Gleason Archer, A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, Moody Press, Chicago, p. 187, 1985. 

D. MAJOR SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE FOR NON-LITERAL DAYS (OLD EARTH) 
1. STARLIGHT TRAVEL 

a. D. R. Humphreys, Starlight and Time, Master Books, Green Forest, AR, 1994. 
2. RADIOMETRIC DATING METHODS 

a. J. Woodmorappe, The Mythology of Modern Dating Methods, ICR, 1999. 
3. GEOLOGICAL FEATURES 

a. S. Austin, Grand Canyon: Monument to Catastrophe, ICR, 1994. 

E. BIBLICAL ARGUMENTS 
1. http://www.kulikovskyonline.net/hermeneutics/Gendays.htm  
2. YOM + NUMERICAL = 24-HOUR DAY 

a. yom + numerical always refers to a normal 24-hr day. 
b. OPPOSITION: Zech 14:7 states: "It will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime--a day 

known to the LORD. When evening comes, there will be light." 
i. RESPONSE: The day mentioned here is obviously the same day mentioned in vv. 1, 4 

and 6. Since "a text without a context, is a pretext" we need to examine the immediate 
context of these verses. It should be abundantly clear from v. 5 that on "that day" the Lord 
will come. It describes a time-space _EVENT_ in the future. How can the coming of the 
Lord take a long period of time? It is an event: at one moment on that day, He is not here 
- the next moment He has returned!  

ii.  
c. OPPOSITION: Others have suggested Hosea 6:2 as an exception:  

"After two days he will revive us;  on the third day he will restore us,  that we may live in his 
presence." 

i. RESPONSE: However, this verse is set in poetic parallelism - and parallelism of a 
specific kind. This parallelism is a common Semitic device which takes the form X // X + 
1 (see Job 5:19; Proverbs 6:16; 30:15, 18; Amos 1:3, 6, 9 for more examples). Given that 
these instances are part of a well defined Semitic device, they must be interpreted in 
accordance with that device. 

3. THE USE OF EREB AND BOQER (MORNING AND EVENING) 
4. EXODUS 20:11; 31:17 
5. USE OF YOM INSTEAD OF ‘OLAM 
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II. HISTORICAL 
A. OT WRITERS 
B. NT WRITERS 
C. JESUS 
D. THE CHURCH 

1. FR ROSE, SERAPHIM. GENESIS, CREATION AND EARLY MAN 
a. http://www.answersingenesis.org/tj/v16/i3/orthodoxy.asp  
b. The publication is the posthumous fruit of the research of Fr Seraphim Rose (1934–1982), an 

American Eastern Orthodox monk. His fellow monks gathered together in this volume all of the 
relevant material from his lectures, letters and published articles on the subject of Genesis, 
Creation and evolution, which he had written for students and others in the Orthodox community. 

2. HISTORIC CHRISTIAN ORTHODOXY 
a. For eighteen centuries the almost universal belief of the Church was that the creation began 4,000–

5,000 years before Christ. 
i. See also Mortenson, Terry. 2004. The Great Turning Point: the Church’s Catastrophic 

Mistake on Geology—before Darwin, pp. 40–45. Green Forest, Arkansas: Master Books. 
Some followed the Genesis chronology of the Septuagint, rather than the Massoretic text, 
and so calculated creation at about 5400 BC 

b. So, young-earth creationism is historic Christian orthodoxy. 
c. It was also Jewish orthodoxy at least up to the end of the first century of church history. 
d. In light of this fact, it seems inconsistent with the truth-loving nature of God revealed in Scripture 

to think that for about 3,000 years God let faithful Jews and Christians (especially the writers of 
Scripture) believe that Genesis teaches a literal six-day creation about 6,000 years ago but that in 
the early nineteenth century He used godless men (scientists who rejected the Bible as God’s 
inerrant Word) to correct the Church’s understanding of Genesis. 

i. Old Earth Creationists: Augustine, B. B. Warfield, John Walvoord, Francis Schaeffer, 
Gleason Archer, Hugh Ross, etc.  

ii. Compare with a list of Inclusivists: C. S. Lewis, John Wesley, Karl Rahner, John 
Sanders. 

III. EXEGETICAL 
A. BIBLICAL 
B. THE ARGUMENT: 

1. Six literal days, 6,000-12,000 years ago.  
2. 2,300-3,300 years before Christ, surface of the earth radically arranged by Noah’s Flood.  

C. GENESIS IS HISTORY 
1. It is not poetry, parable, prophetic vision, or mythology. 
2. Seen in the Hebrew verbs used in Genesis 1. 
3. Genesis 1-11 has the same characteristics of historical narratives as in Gn 12-50, most of Exodus, much of 

Numbers, Joshua, 1 and 2 Kings, etc.  
a. Distinct from Hebrew poetry, parable, or prophetic vision.  

4. Jesus and other biblical authors treat Gn 1-11 as literal history.  
a. Even most old-earth proponents recognize that Genesis 1–11 is history. See, for example, the 

arguments in Kaiser, Walter. 2001. The Old Testament Documents: Are They Reliable and 
Relevant? pp. 53–83. Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP. 

D. DOMINANT MEANING OF YOM 
1. Dominant meaning of Yom in the OT is a literal day, and the context of Gn 1 confirms that meaning there. 
2. Yom defined in two literal senses in verse 5.  
3. It is repeatedly used with a number (one day, second day) and with evening and morning, which elsewhere 

in the OT always means a literal day. 
4. It is defined again literally in verse 14 in relation to the movement of the heavenly bodies. 
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5. The Bible clearly teaches that God created in six literal, 24-hour days a few thousand years ago. The 

Hebrew word for day in Genesis 1 is yom. In the vast majority of its uses in the Old Testament it means a 
literal day; and where it doesn’t, the context makes this clear. 

6. The context of Genesis 1 clearly shows that the days of creation were literal days. First, yom is defined 
the first time it is used in the Bible (Genesis 1:4–5) in its two literal senses: the light portion of the 
light/dark cycle and the whole light/dark cycle. Second, yom is used with “evening” and “morning.” 
Everywhere these two words are used in the Old Testament, either together or separately and with or 
without yom in the context, they always mean a literal evening or morning of a literal day. Third, yom is 
modified with a number: one day, second day, third day, etc., which everywhere else in the Old Testament 
indicates literal days. Fourth, yom is defined literally in Genesis 1:14 in relation to the heavenly bodies. 

7. Dr. James Barr (Regius Professor of Hebrew at Oxford University), who himself does not believe Genesis 
is true history, nonetheless admitted as far as the language of Genesis 1 is concerned that 

a. So far as I know, there is no professor of Hebrew or Old Testament at any world-class university 
who does not believe that the writer(s) of Gen. 1–11 intended to convey to their readers the ideas 
that (a) creation took place in a series of six days which were the same as the days of 24 hours we 
now experience (b) the figures contained in the Genesis genealogies provided by simple addition a 
chronology from the beginning of the world up to later stages in the biblical story (c) Noah’s 
Flood was understood to be worldwide and extinguish all human and animal life except for those 
in the ark.16 

8. In like manner, nineteenth century liberal Professor Marcus Dods, New College, Edinburgh, said, 
a. If, for example, the word “day” in these chapters does not mean a period of twenty-four hours, the 

interpretation of Scripture is hopeless. 

E. FIRST ANIMATE AND INANIMATE THINGS CREATED SUPERNATURALLY AND INSTANTLY 
1. They were fully formed and fully functioning. For example, plants, animals, and people were mature adults 

ready to reproduce naturally “after their kinds.” 
2. When God said “let there be . . . ” He did not have to wait millions of years for things to come into 

existence. He spoke, and things happened immediately (Psalm 33:6–9). 

F. ORDER OF CREATION IN GN 1 CONTRADICTS ORDER OF EVENTS IN EVOLUTION STORY IN AT 
LEAST 30 POINTS 

1. For example, the Bible says the earth was created before the sun and stars,  
a. Just the opposite of the big bang theory.  

2. The Bible says that fruit trees were created before any sea creatures and that birds were created before 
dinosaurs (which were made on Day 6, since they are land animals),  

a. Exactly the opposite of the evolution story.  
3. The Bible says the earth was covered completely with water before dry land appeared, and then it was 

covered again at the Flood.  
a. Evolution theory says the earth has never been covered with a global ocean, and dry land existed 

before the first seas 

G. EXODUS 20:8-11 RESISTS ALL ATTEMPTS TO ADD MILLIONS OF YEARS ANYWHERE IN OR 
BEFORE GENESIS 

1. Exodus 20:11 
a. “For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and 

rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.” 
b. Day-age view ruled out because plural form of the Hebrew word for day (yom) is used in both 

parts of the commandment.  
c. The days of the Jewish work-week are the same as the days of Creation Week. 
d. God could have used several other words or phrases, here or in Genesis 1, if He meant to say 

“work six days because I created in six long, indefinite periods.” 
2. These verses also rule out the gap theory or any attempt to add millions of years before Genesis 1:1 because 

God says He created the heavens, the earth, the sea, and all that is in them during the six days described in 
Genesis 1. He made nothing before those six days. 

3. fourth commandment is one of only a few of the Ten Commandments that contains a reason for the 
commandment. If God created over millions of years, He could have not given a reason for Sabbath-
keeping or He could have given a theological or redemptive reason as He did elsewhere. 

4. •  Exodus 20:9–11 blocks all attempts to fit millions of years into Genesis 1. “Six days you shall labor and 
do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, 
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you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who 
stays with you. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, 
and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and made it holy” (Exodus 
20:9-11).  

a. This passage gives the reason for God’s command to Israel to work six days and then take a 
sabbath rest. Yom is used in both parts of the commandment. If God meant that the Jews were to 
work six days because He created over six long periods of time, He could have said that using one 
of three indefinite Hebrew time words. He chose the only word that means a literal day, and the 
Jews understood it literally (until the idea of millions of years developed in the early nineteenth 
century). For this reason, the day-age view or framework hypothesis must be rejected. The gap 
theory or any other attempt to put millions of years before the six days are also false because God 
says that in six days He made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. So He 
made everything in those six literal days and nothing before the first day. 

H. JESUS ON GENESIS 
1. In Jesus’ comments about Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and the Flood, Sodom and Gomorrah, etc., 

He clearly took the events recorded in Genesis as literal history, just as did all the New Testament writers. 
2. Several passages show that Jesus believed that man was created at the beginning of creation, not billions of 

years after the beginning (as all old-earth views imply), which confirms the young-earth creationist view.  
a. “But from the beginning of the creation, God ‘made them male and female.’” (Mk 10:6) 

i. Jesus said in the beginning, not billions of years after the beginning! 
ii. “Beginning of the creation’ rules out some second start, such as gap theorists hold.  
iii. OPPOSITION: Institution of marriage? 

• http://www.answersingenesis.org/docs2004/1101ankerberg_response.asp 
• RESPONSE: The Greek text is clear.  The phrase under question is pasē 

anthrōpinē ktisei, where the whole phrase is in the dative case (so literally “to 
every human creation”) and the adjective anthrōpinē (“human”) modifies ktisei 
(“creation”). An institutional authority (such as kings, governors and slave 
masters, which Peter discusses in the context) is indeed a “human creation.” But 
this is a very different contextual use of ktisis than we find in Mark 10:6, where 
no adjective is used to modify “creation.” Furthermore, in Mark 10:6 Jesus 
could have easily said “from the first marriage” or “from the beginning of 
marriage” or “since God created man” or “since God created Adam,” if that is 
what He meant. 

• RESPONSE: If Jesus is saying that Adam and Eve were at the beginning of 
creation, as He clearly was, then it should be patently obvious that there can be 
no long period of time (billions of years are what Ankerberg and Geisler want to 
fit in to Genesis 1) before Adam and Eve.  

b. “because those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the 
world, until now—and never to be equaled again.” (Mk 13:19) 

c. “that the blood of all the prophets which was shed from the foundation of the world may be 
required of this generation, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah who perished 
between the altar and the temple.” (Lk 11:50-51) 

d. Jesus was a young-earth creationist. Jesus consistently treated the miracle accounts of the Old 
Testament as straightforward, truthful, historical accounts (e.g., creation of Adam, Noah and the 
Flood, Lot and his wife in Sodom, Moses and the manna, and Jonah in the fish). He continually 
affirmed the authority of Scripture over men’s ideas and traditions (Matthew 15:1–9). In Mark 
10:6 we have the clearest (but not the only) statement showing that Jesus was a young-earth 
creationist. He teaches that Adam and Eve were made at the “beginning of creation,” not billions 
of years after the beginning, as would be the case if the universe were really billions of years old. 
So, if Jesus was a young-earth creationist, then how can His faithful followers have any other 
view? 

I. JESUS AS CREATOR 
1. His miracles also confirm the young-earth view.  
2. From His first miracle of turning water into wine (which revealed his glory as the Creator, cf. John 2:11 

and John 1:1–5)  
a. This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples 

believed in Him.” (Jn 2:11) 
b. Col 1:16-17 
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3. to all His other miracles (e.g., Matthew 8:23–27, Mark 1:40–42), His spoken word brought an immediate, 

instantaneous result, just as God’s word did in Creation Week. 

J. GLOBAL CATASTROPHIC FLOOD OF NOAH 
1. Flood of Noah was responsible for producing most (but not all) of the geological record of rock layers and 

fossils. 
2. Both a casual reading and careful exegesis show that this was not a local flood in Mesopotamia. 
3. It is most unreasonable to believe in a global, year-long Flood that left no geological evidence (or that it 

only left evidence in the low lands of the Fertile Crescent, as some suppose. 
4. The global evidence of sedimentary rock layers filled with land and marine fossils is exactly the kind of 

evidence we would expect from Noah’s Flood. 
5. If most of the rock record is the evidence of the Flood, then there really is no geological evidence for 

millions of years. 
6. So, it is logically inconsistent to believe in both a global Noachian Flood and millions of years. 

K. GENEALOGIES OF GN 5 AND GN 11 
1. Give us the years from Adam to Abraham, who virtually all scholars agree lived about 2000 BC. 
2. This sets the date of creation at approximately 6,000 years ago. 
3. Some young-earth creationists say the creation may be 10,000–12,000 years old, but the arguments for gaps 

of any length of time in the Genesis 5 and 11 genealogies are not compelling to this writer and many others. 
a. Although there are some biblical genealogies that do have names omitted (e.g., Matthew 1:1–17 or 

Mark 10:47), Freeman, Jones, and Pierce present strong arguments for accepting these Genesis 
genealogies as tight chronologies with no gaps. 

4. The genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11 make it clear that the creation days happened only about 6,000 
years ago. It is transparent from the genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11 (which give very detailed 
chronological information, unlike the clearly abbreviated genealogy in Matthew 1 and other chronological 
information in the Bible that the Creation Week took place only about 6,000 years ago. 

L. HISTORIC CHRISTIAN ORTHODOXY 
1. http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/am/v2/n4/early-church-on-creation  
2. For eighteen centuries the almost universal belief of the Church was that the creation began 4,000–5,000 

years before Christ. 
3. The Church Fathers (AD 100–600) were theologians after the apostles. Based on Scripture, they opposed 

naturalistic theories of origins. Some, including Clement of Alexandria (c. 152–217), Origen (c. 185–254), 
and Augustine (c. 354–430), interpreted Genesis 1 allegorically. To them, the six days were a symbolic 
presentation of God’s creation in one instant. 

4. So, young-earth creationism is historic Christian orthodoxy. 
5. It was also Jewish orthodoxy at least up to the end of the first century of church history. 
6. In light of this fact, it seems inconsistent with the truth-loving nature of God revealed in Scripture to think 

that for about 3,000 years God let faithful Jews and Christians (especially the writers of Scripture) believe 
that Genesis teaches a literal six-day creation about 6,000 years ago but that in the early nineteenth century 
He used godless men (scientists who rejected the Bible as God’s inerrant Word) to correct the Church’s 
understanding of Genesis. 

7. Old Earth Creationists: Augustine, B. B. Warfield, John Walvoord, Francis Schaeffer, Gleason Archer, 
Hugh Ross, etc.  

a. Compare with a list of Inclusivists: C. S. Lewis, John Wesley, Karl Rahner, John Sanders. 

IV. DEATH BEFORE THE FALL? 
A. ACCEPTING EVOLUTIONARY IDEA OF MILLIONS OF YEARS 

1. Simply put, the evolutionary idea of millions of years is diametrically opposed to the Bible’s teaching about 
death. 

2. The late evolutionary astrophysicist Carl Sagan said, “The secrets of evolution are time and death: time for 
the slow accumulations of favorable mutations, and death to make room for new species.” 

a. [Carl Sagan, “Cosmos” TV series, program entitled “One Voice in the Cosmic Fugue.”] 
3. The fossils, which the evolutionists say represent millions of years of history, are a record not of life, but of 

death. And in many places around the world we see evidence of massive and violent carnage in fossil 
graveyards containing millions of former living creatures packed in high concentrations. 

4. So, whether Christians believe in Neo-Darwinian evolution, or they believe that God supernaturally created 
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different kinds of plants and animals occasionally during the course of millions of years, they are still 
adopting an evolutionary view of death when they accept millions of years. 

B. BIBLICAL TEACHING 
1. But the biblical teaching on death is very clear and consistent from Genesis to Revelation. Genesis 1 says 

six times that God called the creation “good.” When He finished creation on Day 6, He called everything 
“very good.” 

2. That “very good” state is reflected partially by the fact that man, animals, and birds were originally 
vegetarian according to Genesis 1:29–30. 

a.   29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every 
tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth 
and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has 
the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 

C. PLANTS 
1. Plants are not living in the same sense as people, animals, and birds are, according to this and other 

Scripture passages. Plants are never called “living creatures” (Hebrew: nephesh chayyah), as people, land 
animals, birds and sea creatures are called. 

a. Genesis 1:20–21, 24 30;  
Genesis 2:7;  

b. Genesis 6:19–20  
c. Genesis 9:10–17 

2. So plant “death” is not the same as animal or human death 
a. Job 14:7-12 
b. John 12:24 

D. ADAM AND EVE, THE FALL 
1. Adam and Eve sinned, resulting in the judgment of God on the whole creation.  
2. Instantly Adam and Eve died spiritually, evidenced by their hiding from God. 
3. But they also began to die physically and Paul clearly had physical death in mind in Romans 5:12 and 1 

Corinthians 15:21–22 (as the context shows), when he says that death came into the human race through 
Adam’s sin. 

a. 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death 
spread to all men, because all sinned— (Rm 5:12) 

b. For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. (1 Cor 15:21-22) 

4. The serpent was cursed, along with other animals, resulting in a physical transformation. 
5. It is reasonable to assume that the other cursed animals were also altered physically in some way, either 

morphologically or at least behaviorally (Genesis 3:14). 
a. “So the LORD God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all 

cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust 
All the days of your life” (Gn 3:14) 

6. Eve was changed physically to have increased pain in child-birth (Genesis 3:16). 
7. And the ground itself was cursed (Genesis 3:17–19), a fact which was still on the minds of people 1,000 

years later when Noah was born (Genesis 5:29). 
a. 17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from 

the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for 
your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.  (Gn 3:17-19) 

E. FURTHER CURSES 
1. The whole earth was cursed again at Noah’s Flood (Genesis 8:22). 
2. The whole creation now groans in bondage to corruption (because of the Genesis 3 curse), waiting for the 

final act in the redemption of Christians—giving them immortal resurrected bodies (Romans 8:19–25). 
3. When that redemptive event happens, we will see the restoration and redemption of all things (Acts 3:21 

and Colossians 1:20) to a state similar to the pre-Fall world. 
4. Then there will be no more carnivorous behavior (Isaiah 11:6–9) and no disease, suffering, or death 

(Revelation 21:3–5) because there will be no more Curse (Revelation 22:3). 
a. “6 “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie down with the young goat, The 

calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little child shall lead them.” (Isa 11:6-9) 
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5. To accept millions of years of animal death before the Creation and Fall of man contradicts and destroys 

not only the Bible’s teaching on death but also undermines its teaching on the full redemptive work of 
Christ. 

F. GOD LIED? 
1. If God cursed the earth with thorns after Adam sinned (as Genesis 3:18 says, “both thorns and thistles is 

shall grow for you”),24 then why do we find fossil thorns in rocks that the evolutionists claim are about 350 
million years old?25 If the millions of years are true, then God lied. If Genesis 3:18 is true, then the 
evolution claims about millions of years are a lie. 

a. OBJECTION: Some might object that God cursed the Garden of Eden with thorns. But this 
objection fails for three reasons.  

i. First, why would God curse the Garden with thorns and tell Adam about it, when Adam 
was going to be expelled from the Garden?  

ii. Second, the ground that God cursed with thorns was the same ground outside the Garden 
that Adam would sweat over to provide food for himself and his family.  

iii. Third, the Hebrew words for “curse” and “ground” in Genesis 3:17 are the same as those 
used in Genesis 5:29, which speaks of the cursed ground in Noah’s day. 

G. DISEASE: ARTHRITIS & CANCER ‘VERY GOOD’? 
1. Were arthritis and cancer in the “very good” world before man sinned? If the evolutionists’ dating methods 

are correct, the answer must be “yes.” Many kinds of disease have been found in the fossil record, 
including arthritis, abscesses, and tumors in dinosaur bones dated to be 110 million years old.  

2. A researcher of these bones tells us that “diseases look the same through time … it makes no difference 
whether this is now or a hundred million years ago.”26  

3. There is also considerable evidence of rickets, syphilis, dental disease, etc., in human fossil bones that 
evolutionists date to be tens or hundreds of thousands of years before any biblically plausible date for 
Adam.27  

4. If the Bible is true, then those dates are false and there was no pre-Fall death and disease. 

H. WHAT IMPACT? 
1. Evolutionists believe that over the course of a half billion years there were five major extinction 

events/periods,28 when 65–90 percent of all species living at those particular times went extinct. They also 
claim many lesser extinction events/periods. If this was the way the creation was for millions of years, then 
what impact on the creation did the Fall have? None. Contrary to what the Bible says, the Fall would have 
only caused spiritual death in man. In fact, we can go further and say that if the millions of years of death, 
disease, and extinction really did occur, then that “very good” creation was considerably worse than the 
world we now inhabit where habitats are polluted or destroyed and creatures are brought to extinction due 
to human sin. We have never seen in human history29 the kind of mass-kill, extinction events that the 
evolutionary geologists say occurred before man came into existence (unless, that is, we accept the global 
Flood of Noah’s day, but that is the very event that old-earth proponents reject). 

2. So, if the millions of years really happened, then the Fall actually improved the world from what it was in 
the “very good” pre-Fall creation. In this case, the Curse at the Fall would actually be a blessing! 

I. CONCLUSION 
1. I conclude then that if the Bible’s teaching on death, the Curse and the final redemptive work of Christ is 

true, as it surely is, then the millions-of-years idea must be a grand myth, really a lie. Conversely, if the 
millions of years really happened, then the Bible’s teaching on these subjects must be utterly false, which is 
devastating for the gospel. 

V. THE NATURE OF GOD 
A. INTRODUCTION 

1. Closely related to this issue of death is the incompatibility of the idea of millions of years with the character 
of God, as revealed in Scripture. 

B. CREATION 
1. The events of creation in Genesis 1 were clearly miraculous. God spoke and things immediately came into 

existence, as both Genesis 1 and Psalm 33:6–9 state. The emphatic repetition of “and it was so” and “God 
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saw that it was good” and “there was evening and there was morning, the Xth day” strongly indicate this. 

2. Also, it is difficult to imagine how God could say “let there be light” and then need to wait millions of 
years for light to appear. 

Similarly, Adam surely did not sleep for days, weeks, months, years, or millions of years while God made 
Eve. 

3. These facts support the conclusion that all the other divine acts in Genesis 1 were essentially instantaneous 
or occurred in a miraculously short period of time, on the respective days they are reported to have 
occurred. Conversely, there is nothing in the text that indicates that thousands or millions of years would 
have been required for God to accomplish His objective in each act of creation. 

4. It is also clear in Genesis 1 that God supernaturally created the first plants, sea creatures, birds, land 
animals, and the first human couple because the description of those events is stated in a way that contrasts 
with the description of how other such creatures would come into existence after the original ones—i.e., by 
the natural growth of seeds in the fruit of the first plants or by the sexual reproduction of the first animal 
and human pairs.  

5. Also, the nature of all God’s later miracles in the Bible and the miracles of Jesus in the Gospels were 
instantaneous. So, again, the way God created requires no vast stretches of time. 

C. PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP? 
1. The Bible teaches throughout that we alone of the creatures can have that personal relationship with God. 

So it seems to have no logical purpose for Him to ordain billions of years with only rocks, algae, fish and 
even mammals, with whom He could have no spiritual communication. 

2. Surely the true view of God is that He created us ‘for Himself’. If we were created after billions of years of 
other creative activity, this would send a strong message to us that mankind is really nothing special, not 
the focus of God’s loving intentions. 

3. The more you look at the speed with which God brought us into existence, the more it suggests that His 
original intention was to bring into being a race He could love and cherish. 

D. GAP THEORY 
1. If the gap theory is true, then what kind of God is it who would create the earth and all forms of life, except 

man, and let them live and die for millions of years and then destroy them all (in a supposed flood 
associated with Satan’s fall) before He recreated the world with creatures very similar to the ones He had 
already destroyed? 

E. DAY AGE VIEW / FRAMEWORK HYPOTHESIS  
1. If the day-age view or framework hypothesis or any other old-earth view is true, then what kind of God is it 

who would create the earth instantly and then leave it covered with water for millions of years and then 
create dry land and plants and let them produce for millions of years before He made the sun?  

2. And what kind of God would make the sun, moon, and stars with the purpose of enabling man to measure 
the passage of time, but then wait billions of years before He made man to measure time periods? That 
makes God out to be quite foolish. 

F. EVOLUTIONARY ORDER OF APPEARANCE OF DIFFERENT CREATURES 
1. Or if we reject the order of events in Genesis 1 and say that the evolutionary order of appearance of the 

different creatures and the time-scale are correct, we have other theological problems. What kind of God 
would create the earth 4.5 billion years ago and let it exist for one billion years before He made the first 
microscopic creatures (protozoans31) and then wait another 2.875 billion years before He made the first 
metazoans32 and then waited another 625 million years before He made Adam, who was the ultimate goal 
of His creation and was made to rule over all the animals, most of whom lived and died before Adam was 
created?33 This is a bizarre, wasteful God, and nothing like the wise and omnipotent Creator revealed in 
Scripture. 

2. And if God really created in the order and over the long time-scales that evolutionists claim, does this not 
make God a deceiver or a liar or at least a very incompetent communicator when He inspired Moses to 
write the Genesis 1 account of the order of His creative acts, which is so contradictory to the evolutionary 
order of events of history? 

G. VERY GOOD? 
1. Furthermore, as we noted before, at the end of Creation Week God called everything that He had made 

“very good.” But could the God of Scripture really describe as “very good” a fossil graveyard of thousands 
of feet of sedimentary rocks covering the whole earth and containing billions of fossils of former living 
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things? Could He really call cancer (as seen in dinosaur bones) “very good”? Could He call thorns and 
thistles “very good,” when in Genesis 3 He says they are the result of His curse? If God called all this death 
“very good” and if God told Adam that thorns were a consequence of his sin when in fact they existed long 
before he was created, then again God lied or He is totally incompetent in His use of language. But the 
biblical God is the God of truth, and as the Author of all language He is fully capable of saying exactly 
what He means. It is Satan who is a liar and a master deceiver. 

H. CONSISTENT CHARACTER? 
1. Additionally, if God created through a process (either progressive creation or theistic evolution) that 

involved millions of years of death, then He is very different from the God revealed in the post-Fall world.  
2. The God of the post-Fall world commanded His people (the Israelites) to take care of their animals and 

give them a day of rest (Exodus 20:10 and 23:12).  
3. The post-Fall God commanded them to help lost or trapped animals (Exodus 23:4–5).  
4. That God told them not to be cruel to their animals (such as muzzling an ox while it was threshing, 

Deuteronomy 25:4).  
5. The post-Fall God says that “a righteous man has regard for the life of his beast, but the compassion of the 

wicked is cruel” (Proverbs 12:10).  
6. That God says that He cares for the creatures of the earth in His fallen, cursed creation (Psalm 104:14–16 

and 27–28, Psalm 145:14–16, Psalm 147:9, Jonah 4:11, Matthew 6:26, and Luke 12:24).34 
7. If millions of years of death and extinction and disease really occurred, then God is like the wicked man of 

Proverbs 12:10 and He was doing exactly the opposite of what He told the Jews to do. The acceptance of 
millions of years is an assault on the character of Almighty God. 

I. NOT WORTHY OF WORSHIP 
1. If God created over those millions of years, then He clearly was not intelligent enough and powerful 

enough to create a world right in the first place. Either He lacked the sovereign power to control His 
creation so that it did not destroy most of His previous work or He intentionally created obstacles to hinder 
Himself from accomplishing His intention of making a very good world. And then all along the way He 
kept making creatures very similar to the creatures that He had just destroyed by intention or by 
incompetence and impotence. What a monstrous God this would be! He would be less competent than the 
most incompetent engineer or construction worker. And He would be grossly unjust and unrighteous 
compared to the God of Isaiah who said that when the knowledge of Him fills the earth, animals will not 
hurt or kill each other or people (Isaiah 11:6–9 and 65:25).35 Such a cruel, bumbling, and weak God could 
not be trusted and would not be worthy of our worship. 

J. NOT WORTHY OF TRUST 
1. And if these millions of years of death really occurred, then God’s Curse on creation really did nothing to 

the non-human creation, and His promises about the future cannot be trusted. In fact, in this case none of 
His Word can be trusted. 

K. ANGLICAN MINISTER, GEORGE BUGG 
1. Hence then, we have arrived at the wanton and wicked notion of the Hindoos, viz., that God has ‘created 

and destroyed worlds as if in sport, again and again’!! But will any Christian Divine who regards his 
Bible, or will any Philosopher who believes that the Almighty works no ‘superfluous miracles,’ and does 
nothing in vain, advocate the absurdity that a wise, just and benevolent Deity has, ‘numerous’ times, 
wrought miracles, and gone out of his usual way for the sole purpose of destroying whole generations of 
animals, that he might create others very like them, but yet differing a little from their predecessors!! 

a. [Bugg, George.1826. Scriptural Geology vol. 1, pp. 318–319.] 

L. CONCLUSION 
1. Only young-earth creationism gives us a view that is consistent with the glory, wisdom, power, holiness, 

truthfulness, and omniscient intelligence of the God revealed through the pages of Scriptures. 
2. As the Bible presents them, the doctrines of death and the nature of God are utterly opposed to the millions-

of-years view. If we believe the Bible’s teaching on death and the character of God, then we must 
completely reject all old-earth views being advocated by Christians. 

M. CONCLUSION 
1. The Bible clearly teaches the young-earth creationist view of Genesis 1–11. That was the almost universal 

belief of the church for 1800 years. Progressive Creationism and Theistic Evolutionism in all their various 
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forms (day-age view, gap theory, framework hypothesis, analogical days view, local flood view, etc.) are 
recent and novel interpretations that will not stand up to scrutiny with an open Bible. A growing body of 
overwhelming scientific evidence also shows that evolution and millions of years are religiously motivated 
myths masquerading as scientific fact. 

2. Furthermore, the literal history of Genesis 1-11 is absolutely foundational to the truth of the rest of the 
Bible and the gospel itself. Taking these early chapters of Genesis in any other way undermines God’s 
Word and the gospel of Jesus Christ, and over the past 200 years such compromises with evolution and 
millions of years have done incalculable damage to the spiritual health and evangelistic and missionary 
efforts of the Church. That compromise is one of the greatest, if not the greatest reason that Western 
Europe is now labeled “post-Christian” and Britain and America are rapidly approaching that spiritual state. 
Ultimately, the question of the age of the earth is a question of the truth and authority of Scripture. That’s 
why the age of the earth matters so much and why the church cannot compromise with millions of years (or 
evolution). 

VI. EVIDENTIAL 
A. MOST COMPELLING SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE OF A YOUNG EARTH 

PART TWO: REBUTTAL (5-7 MINUTES) 

I. FRAMEWORK HYPOTHESIS 
A. FRAMEWORK INTERPRETATION CRITIQUE 

1. http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/aid/v2/n1/framework-interpretation-critique-part-one  
2. If the day-age view or framework hypothesis or any other old-earth view is true, then what kind of God is it 

who would create the earth instantly and then leave it covered with water for millions of years and then 
create dry land and plants and let them produce for millions of years before He made the sun?  

3. And what kind of God would make the sun, moon, and stars with the purpose of enabling man to measure 
the passage of time, but then wait billions of years before He made man to measure time periods? That 
makes God out to be quite foolish. 

II. DAY-AGE 
1. Exodus 20:11 

a. “For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and 
rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.” 

b. Day-age view ruled out because plural form of the Hebrew word for day (yom) is used in both 
parts of the commandment.  

c. The days of the Jewish work-week are the same as the days of Creation Week. 
d. God could have used several other words or phrases, here or in Genesis 1, if He meant to say 

“work six days because I created in six long, indefinite periods.” 
2. If the day-age view or framework hypothesis or any other old-earth view is true, then what kind of God is it 

who would create the earth instantly and then leave it covered with water for millions of years and then 
create dry land and plants and let them produce for millions of years before He made the sun?  

3. And what kind of God would make the sun, moon, and stars with the purpose of enabling man to measure 
the passage of time, but then wait billions of years before He made man to measure time periods? That 
makes God out to be quite foolish. 

III. GAP THEORY 
A. WHAT ABOUT THE GAP & RUIN-RECONSTRUCTION THEORIES? 

1. http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/nab/gap-ruin-reconstruction-theories  
2. If the gap theory is true, then what kind of God is it who would create the earth and all forms of life, except 

man, and let them live and die for millions of years and then destroy them all (in a supposed flood 
associated with Satan’s fall) before He recreated the world with creatures very similar to the ones He had 
already destroyed? 
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3.  

IV. PROGRESSIVE CREATIONISM 
1. http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/nab/why-christians-shouldnt-accept-millions 

B. WHAT’S WRONG WITH PROGRESSIVE CREATION? 
1. http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/nab2/whats-wrong-with-progressive-creation  

V. THEISTIC EVOLUTION 
A. 10 DANGERS OF THEISTIC EVOLUTION 

1. http://www.answersingenesis.org/creation/v17/i4/theistic_evolution.asp  
2. The atheistic formula for evolution is: 

a. Evolution = matter + evolutionary factors (chance and necessity + mutation + selection + isolation 
+ death) + very long time periods. 

3. In the theistic evolutionary view, God is added: 
a. Theistic evolution = matter + evolutionary factors (chance and necessity + mutation + selection + 

isolation + death) + very long time periods + God. 

VI. SIX LITERAL DAYS 
1. “Day” is used 2301 times in the OT. Why only question Genesis? 
2. Dr John R. Howitt, a personal friend of mine ... wrote to appropriate professors in nine leading universities, 

asking, “Do you consider that the Hebrew word yom (day), as used in Genesis 1, accompanied by a 
numeral should properly be translated as 

a. a day as commonly understood, 
b. an age, 
c. either a day or an age without preference?” 

3. ‘Oxford and Cambridge did not reply, but the professors at Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Toronto, London, 
McGill, and Manitoba replied unanimously that it should be translated as a day as commonly understood. 
Professor Robert H. Pfeiffer of Harvard added, “of twenty-four hours” to his reply.’  

4. Oxford University Hebrew Professor, James Barr, is even more adamant that the days are ordinary days, 
stating that he knows of no other Professor of Hebrew at any world-class university who would say 
otherwise. (See The Answers Book (Revised Edition), Master Books, El Cajon (California), 1991, p. 90.) 

VII. THE GENESIS FLOOD: GLOBAL OR LOCAL? 
1. Noah’s Flood washes away millions of years. The evidence in Genesis 6–9 for a global catastrophic flood 

is overwhelming. For example, the Flood was intended to destroy not only all sinful people but also all land 
animals and birds and the surface of the earth, which only a global flood could accomplish. The Ark’s 
purpose was to save two of every kind of land animal and bird (and seven of some) to repopulate the earth 
after the Flood. The Ark was totally unnecessary if the Flood was only local. People, animals, and birds 
could have migrated out of the flood zone before it occurred, or the zone could have been populated from 
creatures outside the area after the Flood. The catastrophic nature of the Flood is seen in the nonstop rain 
for at least 40 days, which would have produced massive erosion, mud slides, hurricanes, etc. The Hebrew 
words translated “the fountains of the great deep burst open” (Genesis 7:11) clearly point to tectonic 
rupturing of the earth’s surface in many places for 150 days, resulting in volcanoes, earthquakes, and 
tsunamis. Noah’s Flood would produce exactly the kind of complex geological record we see worldwide 
today: thousands of feet of sediments clearly deposited by water and later hardened into rock and 
containing billions of fossils. If the year-long Flood is responsible for most of the rock layers and fossils, 
then those rocks and fossils cannot represent the history of the earth over millions of years, as evolutionists 
claim. 

VIII. DATING 
A. RADIOMETRIC 

1. Not one dating method man devises is absolute! Even though 90% of all dating methods give dates far 
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younger than evolutionists require, none of these can be used in an absolute sense either. 

2. Question: Why would any Christian want to take man’s fallible dating methods and use them to impose an 
idea on the infallible Word of God? 

3. if Christian leaders have told the next generation that one can accept the world’s teachings in geology, 
biology, astronomy, etc., and use these to (re)interpret God’s Word, then the door has been opened for this 
to happen in every area, including morality. 

4. Radiometric dating methods do not prove millions of years. Radiometric dating was not developed until 
the early twentieth century, by which time virtually the whole world had already accepted the millions of 
years. For many years creation scientists have cited numerous examples in the published scientific literature 
of these dating methods clearly giving erroneous dates (e.g., a date of millions of years for lava flows that 
occurred in the past few hundred years or even decades). In recent years creationists in the RATE project 
have done experimental, theoretical, and field research to uncover more such evidence (e.g., diamonds and 
coal, which the evolutionists say are millions of years old, were dated by carbon-14 to be only thousands of 
years old) and to show that decay rates were orders of magnitude faster in the past, which shrinks the 
millions of years to thousands of years, confirming the Bible.1 

a. http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/nab/why-christians-shouldnt-accept-millions 
5. Creationists still have many challenges regarding the scientific evidence for a young universe, but distant 

starlight is no more of a problem for young-earth creationists than it is for big bang proponents, as this 
DVD by Dr. Jason Lisle (Ph.D. in astrophysics) shows: Distant Starlight. 

IX. YOM 
A. CREATION WEEK AS YOM 

1. http://www.answersingenesis.org/tj/v5/i1/semantic.asp  
2. The second reference that is often put forward as ‘proof’ that the ‘days’ of Genesis 1 are eras is Genesis 

2:4.40 It would appear that the use of yôm in this passage is a reference to all of the events of creation. 
However, before one believes he has found proof, two things regarding this passage need to be observed. 
First, there are no other ‘time’ words (for example, ‘morning’, ‘evening’, ‘night’, etc.) used with yôm, nor 
is there a modifying number. Second, it is typical Hebrew usage to translate ‘in the day’ as ‘when’.41 So 
using this verse as an exception is like comparing apples to oranges; both are fruit, but not really 
comparable, and comparing the ‘days’ of Genesis 1 with this ‘day’ of Genesis 2:4 is equally inappropriate. 

X. HISTORICITY OF ADAM & EVE 

XI. UNBINDING THE RULES: REVIEW OF GENESIS UNBOUND BY 
SAILHAMER 

1. http://www.answersingenesis.org/tj/v14/i3/rules.asp  
2. Sailhamer claims that Genesis 1:1 refers to the creation of the entire functioning universe, including the 

sun, moon and stars in the heavens, and the plants and animals on earth (p. 14) 
3. He goes on to argue that Genesis 1:2 onwards describes God preparing a land for man and woman to 

inhabit—the same land promised to Abraham and his descendants and the same land given to the Israelites 
after their wandering in the desert (p. 14). 

4. He argues that ‘beginning’ (Hebrew reshit) can refer to an indefinite and possibly long period of time. He 
cites Genesis 10:10 and Jeremiah 28:1 for support.  

a. RESPONSE: However, the instance in Genesis 10:10 carries no temporal reference at all and thus 
provides no support at all for Sailhamer’s claim. 

5. According to Sailhamer, bereshit tells us that God created the universe over a period of time, rather than a 
single instant. 

a. RESPONSE: But this is a very dubious conclusion indeed. Qal perfect verbs, which refer to 
actions (such as bara, ‘created’) rather than states of being, indicate an event1 not a process. 

6. Furthermore, Sailhamer argues that the Hebrew words rishonah or techillah would be more appropriate for 
communicating a single event, resulting in a translation like ‘The first thing God did was to create the 
universe’ (pp. 40–41). 

a. RESPONSE: However, both these words do not necessarily refer to an event and more often than 
not refer to a period of time. In addition, the resulting statement would not rule out the existence 
and activities of anyone or anything else, and therefore, the notion of a unique self-existent God 
bringing everything into being through creation ex nihilo (John 1:3) would be lost. 
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7. While it is certainly true that bereshit is occasionally used the way Sailhamer describes (e.g. Jeremiah 

28:1), it is important to note that all the cases outside Genesis 1 are also modified by a prepositional phrase 
i.e. ‘In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah’. 

a. RESPONSE: Genesis 1:1, on the other hand, contains no such modifier—indeed, bereshit is in 
the absolute state in the Hebrew and is therefore grammatically independent of the verbal clause 
(‘God created …’). In fact, even if bereshit was understood as Sailhamer suggests, there is no 
basis for claiming that it could refer to a long period of time. Rather, it would merely represent an 
unspecified period of time. 

b. RESPONSE: Zedekiah reigned for 11 years so ‘in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah’ most 
likely refers to the first few years of his reign. 

XII. JESUS SAID HE CREATED IN SIX DAYS 
1. HTTP://WWW.ANSWERSINGENESIS.ORG/US/NEWSLETTERS/0801LEAD.ASP  
2. These historical accounts include  

a. Adam and Eve as the first married couple (Matthew 19:3–6; Mark 10:3–9),  
b. Abel as the first prophet who was killed (Luke 11:50–51),  
c. Noah and the Flood (Matthew 24:38–39),  
d. Moses and the serpent in the wilderness (John 3:14),  
e. Moses and the manna from heaven to feed the Israelites in the wilderness (John 6:32–33, 49),  
f. the experiences of Lot and his wife (Luke 17:28–32),  
g. the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah (Matthew 10:15),  
h. the miracles of Elijah (Luke 4:25–27), and  
i. Jonah and the big fish (Matthew 12:40– 41).  
j. As New Testament scholar John Wenham has compellingly argued, Jesus did not allegorize these 

accounts but took them as straightforward history, describing events that actually happened just as 
the Old Testament describes.2 Jesus used these accounts to teach His disciples that the events of 
His death, Resurrection, and Second Coming would likewise certainly happen in time-space 
reality. 

3. These passages taken together strongly imply that Jesus took Genesis 1 as literal history  
4. “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And 
He is before all things, and in Him all things consist” (Colossians 1:16–17). 

5. We are also told elsewhere in Scripture how Jesus created: “By the word of the Lord the heavens were 
made, And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth. For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, 
and it stood fast” (Psalm 33:6, 9).  

XIII. GENEALOGY  
1. The genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11 make it clear that the creation days happened only about 6,000 

years ago. It is transparent from the genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11 (which give very detailed 
chronological information, unlike the clearly abbreviated genealogy in Matthew 1 and other chronological 
information in the Bible that the Creation Week took place only about 6,000 years ago. 

XIV. IS THE SEVENTH DAY AN ETERNAL REST? 
A. GOD’S PRESENT REST DOES NOT LOGICALLY IMPLY A LONG SEVENTH DAY. 

1. Let’s see what Hebrews (4:3–4) really says: 
a. ‘For we who have believed do enter into the rest, as He said, “I have sworn in My wrath that they 

should not enter into My rest;” although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 
b. ‘For He spoke in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested the seventh day 

from all His works.”’ 
2. Hebrews 4:1–11 teaches that the seventh day of Creation Week was a parallel to the spiritual rest found 

through Christ alone. Only those who have believed in Christ enter this rest. If the Bible was speaking of an 
actual continuation of the seventh day of rest, then all would already be in this rest. The rest referred to is 
obviously a spiritual rest. 

3. Could God not have rested on a real 24-hour day in the past and then continued to rest up until the present? 
If someone says on Monday that he rested on Saturday and is still resting, it in no way implies that 
Saturday lasted until Monday. 
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B. GOD’S REST ON THE SEVENTH DAY IS ALWAYS SPOKEN OF IN THE PAST TENSE. 
1. An important point here is that the Hebrew word shabat (rest, or cease—God never tires, of course) in 

Genesis 2:3 is in the perfect form meaning action finished in the past. Certainly God is still ‘resting’ from 
the work of creation, because this has finished (see above). But Scripture never says that God is ‘resting on 
the seventh day.’ Rather, Scripture teaches that God’s seventh-day rest is completed. This is contrary to 
what we would expect if the seventh day were still continuing. 

C. IT MAKES NO SENSE OF EXODUS 20:9–11. 
1. The six days of creation and day of rest are exactly the same as those of the command to work six ordinary 

days and rest on the seventh. The passage is certainly not teaching an eternal weekend. 

D. MOST IMPORTANTLY, IT CONTRADICTS THE PLAIN MEANING OF SCRIPTURE. 
1. The Hebrew word yom (day) always refers to an ordinary day when associated with a number or the words 

‘evening’ or ‘morning.’4 
2. There were plenty of words that God could have used if He had wanted to teach long periods of time, yet 

He did not use them.5 
3. Death is called ‘the last enemy’ (1 Corinthians 15:26), so it could not have been a part of God’s ‘very good’ 

(Genesis 1:31) creation. 

 

PART THREE: CLOSEING STATEMENT (2-3 MINUTS) 

I. SUMMARY 

II. CONCLUSION 
1. if Christian leaders have told the next generation that one can accept the world’s teachings in geology, 

biology, astronomy, etc., and use these to (re)interpret God’s Word, then the door has been opened for this 
to happen in every area, including morality. 

2. PRECEDENCE 
a. Using such a method with other portions of Scripture.  

i. Morality 
ii. History 

b. The Bible contains ‘Moral’ and ‘Spiritual’ truths.  
  


