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I. INTRODUCTION: 

A. ILLUSTRATION 1: CHRIST, THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY 

Some time ago James Kennedy had the opportunity to speak to a man 
who had no belief whatsoever in the Scriptures as any sort of divine 
revelation from God. This man was a writer who was articulate and well-
educated. While he was well-read, he was completely ignorant of any 
evidences for the truthfulness of the Christian faith and the Scriptures which 
reveal it. He said the Bible was simply a book written by men, just like any 
other book. Kennedy told him; “That’s very interesting. I would like to read 
some statements to you about someone and have you tell me, assuredly, 
without question, about whom I am reading.” The man agreed, and Kennedy 
began to read him the following: 

• “Those who hate me without cause are more numerous than the hairs 
on my head,” (Ps 69:4) 

• “Even my friend in whom I trusted, one who ate my bread, has lifted 
up his heel against me” (Ps 41:9) 

• “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered” (Zch 13:7) 
• “They pierced my hands and my feet” (Ps 22:16) 
• “My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?” (Ps 22:1) 
• “Everyone who sees me mocks me; they sneer and shake their heads: 

‘He relies on the LORD; let Him rescue him; let the LORD deliver him, 
since He takes pleasure in him” (Ps 22:7-8) 

• “They gave me gall for my food, and for my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink” (Ps 69:21) 

• “Yet He Himself bore our sickness, and He carried our pains; but we in 
turn regarded Him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted” (Is 
53:4) 

• “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth. Like a 
lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep silent before her shearers, 
He did not open His mouth” (Is 53:7) 

• “They divided my garments among themselves, and they cast lots for 
my clothing” (Ps 22:18) 

• “He submitted Himself to death” (Is 53:12) 
• “He bore the sin of many and interceded for the rebels” (Is 53:12) 
• “He protects all his bones; not one of them is broken” (Ps 34:20) 
• “They will look at Me whom they pierced” (Zch 12:10) 
• “They made His grave with the wicked, and with a rich man at His 

death, although He had done no violence and had not spoken 
deceitfully” (Is 53:9) 

• “The LORD declared to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make 
Your enemies Your footstool’” (Ps 110:1) 

 



After Kennedy read to him this list, he asked, “About whom did I 
read?” 

The man replied, “Well, you obviously read of the life and ministry 
about the suffering and death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Kennedy replied, “Is there any question in your mind about that?” 
The man answered, “No, that could refer to no one else.” 
Kennedy replied, “Well then, I would want you to understand that all 

of the Scriptures I just read to you are taken from the Old Testament, which 
was completed some four hundred years before Jesus was born. No critic, no 
atheist, no agnostic has ever once claimed that any one of those writings 
was written after His birth. In fact, they were translated from Hebrew into 
Greek in Alexandria some 150 years before He was born. If this is merely a 
book written by men, would you please explain to me how those words were 
written?” 

The man said, “I haven’t the faintest idea.” He was left astonished. He 
had never heard those things before in his life.  

It is noteworthy that in no other religious writings in the world do we 
find any specific predictive prophecies like we find in the Scripture. You will 
find no predictive prophecies whatsoever in the writings of Buddha, 
Confucius, Mohammed, Lao-Tzu, or Hinduism. Yet in the Scripture there are 
well over two thousand prophecies, most of which have already been 
fulfilled.  



B. ILLUSTRATION 2: IF ONLY… 
 
I can fairly say that I have had a good number of interactions with Atheist. 
When I engage them in discussions, I find one topic in particular that often 
comes forward.  

“If God wants me to believe, why won’t he just show himself to me? If 
only he would just prove to me He’s real, I’ll believe.” 
 

I can also fairly say I have had a good number of discussions with 
Christians. Interesting enough, I find a statement that although different in 
intention is similar in terms of the answer.  

“Why won’t God just tell me what to do? Why doesn’t He just speak? If 
only he could tell me His will” 
 

I’ve always found this parallel interesting.  
 

Now remember I told you both of those concerns had the same answer? 
Turn with me to 2 Tim 3:15. It reads … 

 
“and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 

 
You may now know where I’m going with this. I mentioned it the last time I 
preached. To both the Atheist and the Christian, we can very well say: God 
does speak in the here and the now! Scripture is breathed out by God 
(θεοπνευστος [theo-neus-tos], θεοσ and πνεω, literally meaning God 
breathed/blown).  
 
A lot of time, when we need God to speak to us, we pray that if only he 
could just give us a sign! If only he could just tell us! I want to remind you 
today, that he does! He talks to us here and now, breathing the words of 
Scripture to life. When we desire to hear God’s voice, by God’s grace, we can 
turn to His very words: The Bible. 
 
This immediately produces a response from the Atheist: “How can you be 
certain that those are the words of God, and not just some book written by 
man?”  
 
This morning we will taste the answer to that question. 
 



II. BODY: 

A. HOW TO READ THE OLD TESTAMENT 

1. ILLUSTRATION 3: BY A SHOW OF HANDS… 

Before we continue, allow me to conduct a quick poll. By a show of hands, 
how many of us here do our weekly devotional from a book in the New 
Testament? Alright, good. Now by a show of hands, how many of us do our 
weekly devotional from a book other than the Psalms or Proverbs? Alright, 
from a show of hands, how many of us do our weekly devotional from the 
book of Leviticus? 1 Kings? Hosea? 
 
Interesting. There is this opinion from the church that the Old Testament is a 
big book of history. The word itself, ‘Old Testament,’ for some implies that it 
is the past, and that we have something better, something newer: Thus, the 
New Testament. However, what books did you think Jesus, Paul, and Peter 
were using for their ‘morning devotionals,’?  
 
2. THE NT IS COMMENTARY ON THE OT   

Recall again 2 Tim 3:15 and the word ‘Scripture’. Perhaps you may have 
read it with the New Testament in mind, but Remember at this time the 
Gospels were not yet written. The term “from Childhood,” speaks of a time 
with the Gospels, nor Paul’s letter themselves, weren’t written. Paul then, is 
speaking of the Old Testament.  
 
Interesting. How many of us, if desiring to lead a man to salvation through 
faith in Christ, would start by opening Genesis? Or Job? Instead, we would 
normally start with something like Romans (the ‘Roman Road’), or the 
Gospels. However the writers of the New Testament had no such material. 
Instead, they led people to Christ with the Old Testament. The Gospels 
themselves read as a commentary on the Hebrew Bible.  
 
Luke 24:45-47. It reads as follows… 
 

“Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins 
will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 

 
Again, if I asked you to explain that “the Christ will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all the nations,” how many of us would start with 
the OT? Most would probably begin with the Gospels, but here Christ is 



telling them the Scriptures, or the ‘Old Testament,’ predicts all of this. Here 
Jesus is opening their minds to understand that the Scriptures all prophesy 
these things. 
 
This morning, we will do just that. Although the entire Old Testament is 
saturated with passages that “make us wise for salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ,” we will simply look at a tiny sampling in Genesis, the Psalms, 
and Isaiah.  
 
 
 
 



B. HOW THE PROBLEM ARRIVED 
 
Before we look at these passages that make us wife for salvation, one 
question should instantly be addressed: Saved from what? If you don’t 
understand that there is a problem, which needs correction, then we’ll never 
make it to the point where we discuss the solution. Simply stated, Sin is the 
problem. Sin is understood as rebellion from God. God designed us to 
worship and love him, and in our selfishness, we desired we would rather 
worship and love ourselves. Is 64:6, “All of us have become like one who is 
unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.” Romans 3:23 also 
clarifies that this problem, Sin, as one we are all in need of being saved 
from: Rom 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
Nothing we can do can save ourselves, and all of us are plagued by this 
problem called Sin. Ephesians explains it in terms of being “dead in your 
transgressions,” (Eph 2:1).  
 
Having addressed the problem as Sin, we will need to take a closer look at 
how it arouse. For this, we turn again to Genesis 1-3. 
 
Understandably, the Bible opens with creation. “In the Beginning.” Some of 
us may believe that Genesis 1-3 is about Adam and Eve, but we would be 
mistaken. The central focus is actually God. He is mentioned over 32 times 
in the first chapter alone. He is the one who creates. Clearly, God is meant 
to be the focus.  
 

Let there be… According to their kinds… Good 
Vs 

Let Us Make… According to Our likeness… Very Good 
 
What do we get out of this? God was personally involved in our Creation. We 
were not like the skies, or the fish. We are something special to God. This is 
emphasized further where it states in Gn 2:15, that “The LORD God took 
the man and placed him in the Garden of Eden to work (a bad) and watch 
(sha mar) over it.” We are given special dominion over creation, and are told 
to rule it. Interestingly, the terms here for work and watch over can be 
translated as ‘worship’ and ‘obey,’ which gives us a hint at our true purpose. 
God created us to worship and obey him, which in essence means to Love 
and Walk with him. In order to walk with God and love Him, God makes us 
in His image, giving us free will that makes loving him truly possible (“in his 
image”).  
 
From all this we can conclude that we are special. We are unique. How did 
we then respond? The Fall.  
 



The temptation given to Eve by the snake is found in: Gn 3:5, “when you 
eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God.” What an excellent 
summary of Sin! We continually strive to ‘be like God’ in our own lives. We 
wish to follow our own rules, and do whatever makes us feel good. This was 
no different with Eve. “So she took some of its fruit and ate [it]; she also 
gave [some] to her husband, [who was] with her, and he ate it,” (Gn 3:6). 
They both disobeyed God, choosing to be like God rather then recognize the 
True God. The result is what we call the “Fall.” Disobedience and sin 
(wanting to ‘Be Like God’) enters the world. Remember that in Gn 1:17 God 
told Adam if he ate from the tree, he would “certainly die,” (Gn 1:17).  
 
Adam and Even then experience the punishment of disobedience: Spiritual 
Death. This is seen in them being kicked out of the Garden of Eden. They 
become literally separated from God. 
 
Now that we have discussed the problem, Sin, and how it came about, I 
want to remind you about something earlier. Remember how personal man’s 
creation was for God? How He walked in the Garden with Adam? How He 
made us in his very image? When we remember that God is the central 
character of the beginning of Genesis, and the rest of Scripture, the question 
then becomes: What does God plan to do about this?  
 
We have the problem: Our sinfulness, our Spiritual death, our banishment 
and separation from God. 
 
We have how the problem came about: We decided to become our own 
gods. To worship the desires of our flesh. To put ourselves in the place of 
God. To rob God of the worship He both deserves, and we were created to 
give.  
 
We are now left to analyze the Solution to the Problem. Scripture tells 
us our Purpose, the Problem, and the Solution. The rest of the Old 
Testament will now be spent detailing God’s plan of Salvation (the solution 
to the problem of sin). This is what Jesus and Paul were referencing to in 
those earlier mentioned verses. We’ll now turn to observing God’s plan in 
the OT. 
 



C. GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION AND PROMISE IN THE OT 

1. THE SEED OF EVE (GN 3:15) 
 
Remember how I told you that within the Old Testament we find God’s plan 
of Salvation? It is no wonder then, that it is present at the very start. Turn 
with me to Genesis 3:15. 
 

Gn 3:15, “between your seed and her seed. He will strike your head, 
and you will strike his heel.” 

 
Although God punishes them for their disobedience, his plan to reconcile 
them to Him is already in the works. Basic sexual anatomy tells us that 
women do not produce seed. They provide the womb for the seed. Man 
produces the seed. Here we then find two things: (1) God promises that 
someone from the decedents of Eve will come and crush the serpent, and 
(2) Something unique will happen regarding Eve and her sin (possible hint to 
the virgin birth).  
 
2. ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD (GN 5:21-24) 
 
Now turn with me to Genesis 5:21-24. 
 

Gn 5:21-24, “Enoch walked with God… God took him.”  
 
All too often we skip genealogies. Here is an example of why we should not. 
Notice this pattern. Adam, Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, 
Methuselah, and Lamech all have accounts that end with “then he died.” 
Keep in mind the theme of spiritual death hinted earlier. From this list, 
Enoch stands out. He is described twice with the phrase “walked with God.” 
At the end we do not find the term “then he died,” but “God took him.” Why 
did he not experience this death? Because he walked with God, a term of 
faith in God and his promises. We’re hinted at the importance not of works, 
but of Faith and God’s grace in ‘taking us up’. The writer of Hebrews had this 
to say about Enoch: 
 

“By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience 
death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For 
before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.” (Hb 
11:5) 
 

 
 
 



3. THE CALL OF ABRAM (GN 12:2-3) 
 
Now turn with me to Genesis 12:2-3. 
 

“I will make you into a great nation … you will be a great blessings … all 
the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

 
God’s plan of salvation is now being clearly defined. Through Eve’s seed, 
through Abram’s decedents, the Messiah will come. This Messiah, who will 
come through the Nation of the Israelites (the descendents of Abram 
mentioned here), will come as a blessing not simply for Abram’s 
descendents, but for “all the peoples on earth.” God’s plan of salvation is for 
the whole world. 
 
4. THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC: THE LORD PROVIDES (GN 22) 
 
Now turn with me to Genesis 22. Here we find the famous story of 
Abraham’s attempted sacrifice of Isaac. 
 

Gn 22:7, “Then Isaac spoke to his father … “Here I am, my son.”   
 

Gn 22:8, “God Himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my 
son.”  

 
 Gn 22:13, “Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns.”  
 
Interesting! In Gn 22:8, Abraham speaks of God providing the lamb. 
However, God provides a ram. Is this a mistake? No. It hints at the totality 
that the sacrifice of the Lamb of God, Jesus, will bring. Abraham recognizes 
this ram and lamb difference. So does John the Baptist, who when he sees 
Jesus, states “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,” (Jn 
1:29).   
 

Gn 22:14, “And Abraham named that place The LORD Will Provide 
[Yahweh-yireh], so today it is said: ‘It will be provided on the LORD’s 
mountain.’ ”  

 
Abraham is not looking at the short term, but the long. Interesting enough, 
from Isaac’s descendents will come the Messiah. Abraham had faith in God’s 
promise, and that the LORD would provide the sacrificial lamb.  
 

Gn 22:18, “And all the nations of the earth will be blessed by your 
offspring because you have obeyed My command.”  

 



Again, notice the global perspective. The Lamb will ultimately be a blessing 
to all the nations. Jesus would come for everyone (Gn 12:2-3). 
 
5. JUDAH’S PLEA, JOSEPH’S TEARS (GN 44:33, 45:1-2) 
 

Gn 44:33, “Now please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave, 
in place of the boy.”  

 
Notice how Judah offers himself as a saving sacrifice for his brother. He 
offers to take the punishment and place of Benjamin. This self-sacrificial 
offer hints towards the Suffering Servant nature of Jesus. The Lamb of God 
would come to suffer in our place. He would take the full punishment of sin 
on the cross. Judah’s offer is characteristic of the Savior’s ministry. Also 
noticeable is that the Messiah would come from Judah’s descendents. 
Abraham  Isaac  Judah  The Nation of Israel.  
 

Gn 45:1-3, “Joseph could no longer keep his composure … he wept so 
loudly.”  

 
Judah’s sacrificial offer leads Joseph to tears. Oh that we should be brought 
to tears at a sacrifice immensely and unexplainably greater then Judah’s 
offer! How the thought of the humiliating cross and the work of Jesus should 
bring us to weep like Joseph! 
 
6. WASHING WITH WINE (GN 49:10-12) 
 

Gn 49:10, “The scepter will not depart from Judah … until He whose 
right it is comes and the obedience of the peoples belongs to Him.”  

 
Gn 49:11, “He ties his donkey to a vine.”  
 
Gn 49:11, “He washes his clothes in wine, and his robes in the blood of 
grapes.”  

 
Who in the world, in an attempt to clean their clothes, uses wine? Wine does 
not remove a stain, but adds to it. This verse must then point to another 
characteristic of the Kingly Messiah. It will be by Jesus’ blood that we will 
wear clean robes (Rev 7:9). The wine that washes here thus points 
prophetically to the Suffering Servant nature of the Messiah as identified  
earlier.  
 
 
 



Rev 7:9, “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude 
that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language 
[‘all the nations will be blessed’, Gn 22:18], standing before the throne 
[‘scepter’ Gn 49:10] and in front of the Lamb [Gn 22:8]. They were 
wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.”  

 
It is by the blood of Jesus, through the cross, that our white robes are clean 
of their sin. 
 
7. THE SUFFERING SERVANT IN PSALMS (PS 22) 
 

Ps 22:7-8, “Everyone who sees me mocks me … ‘let the LORD deliver 
him.”   

 
Oddly similar to the taunts of those who mocked Jesus on the cross, calling 
on Him to have God deliver him from his torture.  
 

Ps 22:16, “they pierced my hands and my feet.”  
 
The crucifixion clearly detailed.  
 
 Ps 22:17, “I can count all my bones.”  
 
Jesus’ knees and/or shins would remain unbroken, going against the normal 
practice of breaking the shins or kneecaps to speed up the death of the one 
crucified.  
 

Ps 22:18, “They divided my garments among themselves, and they 
cast lots for my clothing.” 

 
Again, oddly similar to the practice of the Roman guards who cast lots and  
took Jesus’ clothing. Again, the cross is here prophetically seen.  
 
 
8. Prophetic Details of the Christ in Isaiah (Is 7:14, Is 9:6) 
 

Is 7:14, “Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you [all] a sign: The 
virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him Immanuel.”  
 
Mt 1:18-23 

 
Prophetic description only add to identifying God’s plan of salvation. A sign 
of such a plan is seen in a virgin birth, as well as the name Immanuel. Christ 
fulfills these both. A unique event is given in which to distinguish this  



Messiah.   
 

Is 9:6, “a child will be born for us … the government will be on His 
shoulders. He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace.”  

 
For a child to be called Wonderful Counselor or Prince of Peace is 
understandable. But how can any son born of a woman be called Mighty God 
and Eternal Father?! For the strict monotheistic Jew, this reeks of 
blasphemy. It would be an insult to call any human child “Mighty God”. Who 
then can be born of a woman, yet also be called Mighty God? It Hints at the 
incarnated nature of Jesus.   
 
9. THE SUFFERING SERVANT IN ISAIAH (IS 52, 53) 
 

Is 52:13, “He will be raised and lifted up and greatly exalted.”  
 
Isaiah’s narrative describing the Suffering Servant begins with the essence 
of the Savior’s victory over sin: being raised in the Resurrection. The Book of 
Isaiah is known as the ‘Fifth Gospel’ with good reason. Chapters 52 and 53 
read as if they better belong in the crucifixion accounts of the NT Gospels. 
Providing the following examples further help us identify the character, 
method, and purpose of this Messiah, and thus God’s plan of Salvation. Here  
we clearly see Jesus and the Cross.  
 

Is 53:4, “Yet he Himself bore our sicknesses, and He carried our 
pains.”  

 
As Judah pleaded to take Benjamin’s place, Jesus accomplishes it in place for 
all humanity. He bore our sicknesses, and carried our pains, nailing them 
once and for all to the Cross.  
 
 

Is 53:5, “He was pierced because of our transgressions, crushed 
because of our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on Him.”  

 
Again, we cannot ignore its similarity with Ps 22, which is fresh on our 
minds. “They pierced my hands and my feet,” Ps 22:16 states. Is 53:5 then 
explains why he was “pierced”: for “our transgressions.”  
 

Is 53:7, “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His 
mouth.”  

 
See Jesus’ responding with silence to the accusations by the Sanhedrin in Mt 



27:12-14.  
 

Is 53:7, “Like a lamb led to the slaughter.”  
 
Reminds us of the Abraham and Isaac passage.  
 

Is 53:8, “He was struck because of My people’s rebellion.”  
 
Remember the rebellion of the Garden. 
 

Is 53:9, “They made His grave with the wicked, and with a rich man at 
His death.”  

 
Jesus was crucified alongside criminals, and although he would have 
normally been buried in an shallow grave with them, instead he’s buried in 
the tomb of a rich man (Joseph of Arimathea, Mt 27:57-60). Amazing 
details prophesized 700+ years prior to the event.   
 

Is 53:10a, “You make Him a restitution offering.”  
 

Is 53:11, “My righteous servant will justify many, and He will carry 
their iniquities.”  

 
Is 53:12, “He submitted Himself to death … He bore the sin of many 
and interceded for the rebels.”  

 
Is 53:10, “He will see [His] seed, He will prolong His days.”  

 
We are reminded of the workings of God’s plan of salvation and the role of 
the woman’s ‘seed’ as mentioned earlier in Gn 3:15. Surely God does 
prolong his days, as seen in the resurrection, and the resulting offer of 
eternal life.   
 



III. CONCLUSION 
 
A. SUMMARY 
 
By now you’re probably saying, “That’s a lot to swallow!” The truth is, we’ve 
barely begun to scratch the surface! The entire Old Testament is full of this 
kind of stuff! Its very purpose was to point to the Messiah.  
 
Let’s summarize what we observed: 
 

1. THE PROBLEM: There is this terrible problem called Sin. We are all 
guilty of it (Rm 3:23). We are dead in our trespasses, and even our 
best acts cannot save us (Eph 2:1, Is 64:6). We are in need of 
saving. 
 

2. HOW THE PROBLEM ARRIVED: God created us unique. He made us in His 
very image, and made us as the crowning jewel of all Creation. We 
were made to ‘walk with God,’ and to worship, love, and obey Him. 
We chose instead to worship ourselves, and disobey Him. As a result, 
we reject our purpose (loving and worshipping God), and therefore 
receive the ultimate punishment of death (separation from God). The 
question then becomes: How do we become reconciled with God? How 
do we solve this separation and this problem of Sin? 

 
3. GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION AND PROMISE IN THE OT: Clearly we are the 

problem. We would then be foolish to think we could then be the 
solution. However, how blessed are we that God’s love is infinitely 
great. He personally wove us, and desires that every single one of us 
come to know Him and be reconciled with Him. It should then come 
as no surprise that He would have a plan. The Old Testament 
describes this Plan of promise and Salvation. During their very 
punishment, God offers the hope of salvation in the promise of Eve’s 
‘seed’. God then chooses a person, Abraham, in whose descendents 
will come this blessing, hinted as this sacrificial lamb. These 
descendents later turn into a great people, and the chosen family 
becomes a chosen nation. With each episode in scripture, this 
Messianic figure is detailed more and more. Prophets come and 
provide additional details in which we can confirm the true Messiah’s 
identity (virgin birth Is 7:14, born of a woman and called God Is 
9:6). We are even foretold the cost of this salvation, seen within the 
Suffering of this Servant in Genesis (‘blood of the grape’), Psalms 
(‘they pieced my hands and my feet’), and Isaiah (‘He was pierced 
because of our transgressions’). The Old Testament provides a 



physical ancestral line in which we can use to identify the Messiah. 
Further, it provides a portrait of this Messiah through prophecy, and 
ultimately describing the suffering this Messiah will endure to bring 
about our reconciliation with God.  

 
B. FULFILLING YOUR MINISTRY 
 
2 Tim 3:15-17. It reads … 

 
“and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for 
rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man 
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 

 
Luke 24:45-47. It reads as follows… 
 

“Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.” 
 

I was supposed to talk about ministering to one another. Following this 
passage of Scripture in 2 Tim chapter 3, Paul has this to say ‘On fulfilling 
your Ministry’ in chapter 4: 
 

“Before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the 
dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom, I solemnly charge you: 
proclaim the message; persist in it whether convenient or not; rebuke, 
correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching… endure 
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” (2 Tm 4:1-
2, 5b) 

 
On ministering to others, I agree with Paul: do the work of an evangelist, 
and you will fulfill your ministry. I hope I may be faithful to Christ in helping 
open your minds towards understanding the Scriptures. And that you may 
then go and open the mind of others to understand as well. 
 
So how then do we minister to others? The same way James ministered to 
his atheist friend. The same way the Early Church ministered to the Jews at 
their synagogues. The same way I am ministering to you. 
 
We lead them to the Word.  


