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I. INTRODUCTION 
A. PRAYER 
B. THESIS/SCRIPTURE 

1. MT 28:18-20 
2. RM 10:8B-17 

C. HOOK: PEOPLE LIKE STORIES 
1. ILLUSTRATION 1: EVERYONE LOVES A GOOD STORY  

a. Everyone loves a Good Story 
b. PERSONAL INTRO: I’m a white looking Cuban, married to a Puerto Rican, from the Real 

South (Miami Florida), who moved North to the South (North Carolina), to attend a 
Seminary where 90% of the people are white Southerners, to work at a church where 
90% of the people are Filipino, and now here I am to serve on mission a church in NY 
where 90% of the people are Caribbean. That’s a story! 

c. Cubans love stories. 
d. Cubans and Jamaicans, Afro-Heritage 

 
2. ILLUSTRATION 2: MISSIONS: PROCLAIMING ONE STORY, MAKING MANY STORIES 

a. It’s Easy to Talk About What You Love 
b. We came here to serve the kids with a VBS program.  
c. Perhaps it is my love of stories that I found it natural to want to teach children.  Children 

love to hear stories . . .  
d. Missions: Proclaiming One Story, Making Many Stories 

 
3. ILLUSTRATION 3: FRIDAY STORYTELLING AT THE B&GC 

a. Romance 
b. Action 
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STORY 
D. WHAT MAKES A GOOD STORY? 

1. GOOD CHARACTERS 
a. HERO 
b. BADGUY 
c. DAMSEL IN DISTRESS 

 
2. GOOD PLOT/STORYLINE 
3. GOOD LESSONS 
4. GOOD OPENINGS 
5. SUSPENSE & SURPRISE 
6. ROMANCE & LOVE 
7. HAPPY ENDINGS 

E. WOMEN, WHAT MAKES UP A GOOD ROMANCE? 
1. BEAUTY 
2. PASSION 
3. DESIRE 
4. ROMANCE 

a. What lengths the guy goes to get the girl. 
5. SACRIFICE 
6. …ACTION?  

a. ILLUSTRATION: WHERE ROMANCES FROM 
i. Medieval:  

• Marvelous adventure of a chivalrous heroic knight.  
• Quest and defeats some monster. 
• Ends up with him winning the lady.  
• Initially more about adventure than love and sentiment.  

ii. Later:  
• Faithfulness in adversity. 1800s. Courtships ending in marriage.  
• “emotionally satisfying and optimistic ending”  

 
In 2004, 55% of the paperback books sold were Romance Novels! Women made up 90% of 
those sales. If anything, we can conclude that women are looking for a great Romance. 

F. WHAT IS THE GREATEST ROMANTIC MOVIE? THE NOTEBOOK 
“The best love story I have seen in years,” Larry King 
 

1. ACT 1: HOW THEIR LOVE BEGINS 
a. Ferris Wheel 

i. Allie  
ii. Noah 

b. Movie Date 
c. Street Scene 
d. Noah frees her from her strict life. 
e. Various Romances 
f. Noah Promises White House 

 
2. ACT 2: HOW THEIR LOVE FALLS 

a. Family Dinner Scene 
b. Stay out too late 
c. Daughter/Family Fight 
d. Breakup 
e. Summer Ends 

 
3. ACT 3: HOW THEIR LOVE IS RESCUED 

a. Letter writing 



 5 
b. Allie gets engaged 
c. Allie spots newspaper picture with Noah & House 
d. Allie visits Noah 
e. Allie and Noah finally back together 

 
4. ACT 4: HOW THEIR LOVE IS RESTORED 

a. Allie gets deteriorating dementia. 
b. Noah reads a notebook Allie wrote about their love story every day. 
c. Allie remembers Noah. 
d. The two die together and are free.  
e. Happily ever after. 

G. WHAT IS THE GREATEST ROMANCE EVER WRITTEN? 
1. ACT 1: THE CREATION 
2. ACT 2: THE FALL 
3. ACT 3: THE RESCUE 
4. ACT 4: THE RESTORATION 
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II. THE STORY 
A. ACT 1-THE CREATION: HOW DID IT ALL BEGIN? 

1. GOD 
a. The story begins with God, who has always been. He has always existed, and He has 

existed exactly as He is now. 
 

i.  “Before the Mountains were brought forth or you had formed the Earth and the 
World, from everlasting to everlasting you are God,” (Ps 90:2) 

2. CREATION 
a. In the beginning, God spoke and everything came into existence. By His command, the 

entire universe was created and filled with a dramatic display of galaxies, stars and 
planets, including Earth, on which was a perfect garden of paradise called Eden. Of all 
the beauty He created, the highlight was a man and a woman. God made Adam and Eve 
in His image to reflect Him, as they loved, worked, thought, felt and made decisions. 
 

i. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” (Gn 1:1) 
 

 
3. HARMONY 

a. During this time, there was no pain, suffering, sickness or death. There was no need for 
forgiveness. By God’s design, all of creation was in harmony and exactly the way it was 
supposed to be.  
 

b. But something tragic happened… 

B. ACT 2-THE FALL: WHAT WENT WRONG? 
1. DISOBEDIENCE 

a. Adam and Eve, the first humans, were far from being equal to God, even though He 
lovingly placed them in charge of all He had created in Eden. Because God is love and 
love cannot fully exist without the freedom to make choices, God gave them the freedom 
to make decisions—but with consequences. One day, a former angel (named Satan), 
who desired to be like God, took the form of a serpent and told Adam and Eve a lie. He 
deceived them into thinking God was not good and did not have their best interest in 
mind. As a result, they willfully disobeyed God and broke the only rule He had given: not 
to eat fruit from a specific tree. In rebellion, Adam and Eve decided that they, not God, 
would determine right and wrong. 
 

i. “No one is righteous, no, not one,” (Rm 3:10). 
 

2. CONSEQUENCE 
a. The consequences of their actions were devastating! Similar to a virus, sin entered into 

all of creation and into the hearts of Adam and Eve. Suffering and pain were passed 
down from generation to generation; all of creation was distorted from its original design. 
We have all read or heard the stories of war, poverty, disease and scandals that plague 
our world today. Those are all a result of sin.  
 

i. “The whole world is guilty before God,” (Rm 3:19). 
 

3. NEED 
a. By understanding how perfect everything was in the beginning, we realize “we are far 

more flawed and far more sinful than we can dare imagine.” Just think of the grudges 
we’ve held, the thoughts we’d never dare to say aloud, the lies we’ve told. It takes just 
one honest glance into our own hearts to know the truth. We all are guilty. Everyone has 
sinned and the ultimate consequence, even worse than physical death, is eternal 
separation from a loving God, in terrible misery and unhappiness. Because of this, we 
need to consider the questions:  

i. Can anything be done? Is there hope? 
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C. ACT 3-THE RESCUE: CAN ANYTHING BE DONE? 
1. PROMISE MADE 

a. God removed Adam and Eve from Eden as a result of their sin, but left them with a 
promise of rescue and hope. His promise was that one of their descendants would 
ultimately defeat sin. Unlike people, God always keeps His promises. Over the next 
centuries, God prepared the way for someone special, who would become the Savior of 
all mankind. Throughout the Bible, specific details of His coming are recorded in the Old 
Testament (including details of His birth, life and death). In fact, all of the Old Testament 
ultimately points to this specific person, called both the Messiah and the Son of Man, as 
the focal point of all human history. 
 

b. So who was he…? 
 

2. PROMISE KEPT 
a. The Messiah, simply, was God. God became human in the person of Jesus Christ almost 

2,000 years ago, and all the predictions in the Old Testament, made hundreds of years 
before, came true. His birth was miraculous since His mother was a virgin. His life was 
unique; He never sinned. And, His death was sacrificial because He willingly, obediently, 
sufficiently and painfully died on a cross for the sins of all mankind in the biggest act of 
mercy and grace the world has ever known. The perfectly innocent died for the 
hopelessly guilty. He took the place on a cross rightfully meant for us, to pay for sins 
we’ve committed and will commit against God. But the grave couldn’t hold Jesus. Three 
days after dying on the cross, Jesus emerged from His tomb, fulfilling His earthly mission 
to defeat sin just as God promised.  
 

i. “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God,” (1 Pt 3:18). 
 

ii. “Jesus gave his life for our sins, just as God our Father planned, in order to 
rescue us from this evil age,” (Ga 1:4). 

 
b. But the story doesn’t end there. 

D. ACT 4-THE RESTORATION: WHAT WILL THE FUTURE HOLD? 
1. ALL THINGS NEW 

a. God has also promised He will make all things new. The earth will be restored to the way 
it was originally designed to be: completely free from sin, completely full of God’s joy. No 
more ground-shaking earthquakes, devastating tsunamis or violent storms will plague the 
world. No more pain, broken hearts, sickness or death to trouble us. Everything will be 
restored to the way it ought to be. The earth will once again be the perfect home God 
intended for His creation. 
 

2. FOREVER WITH GOD 
a. The highlight of this new kingdom is that we will be with God forever. We will be restored 

to a perfect relationship with the One who created, loved and died for us.  
b. C.S. Lewis, scholar and children’s author, compared the first step into the new kingdom 

as “Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which goes on 
forever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.” 
 

i. “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth . . . God himself will be with them as 
their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away,” (Rev 21:1,4). 
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E. RECAP 
1. ACT 1: THE CREATION 

a. In the beginning, God created everything to be perfect. 
2. ACT 2: THE FALL 

a. Man rebelled against a loving God & believed Satan’s lie. Sin entered into the world & 
into every human heart. Everything is now distorted & broken. Everyone is guilty before 
God. 

3. ACT 3: THE RESCUE 
a. Jesus, who is God, came to rescue people by His death & resurrection. By faith alone in 

Him, all who are separated from God can have their sins forgiven & enjoy eternal life with 
Him. 

4. ACT 4: THE RESTORATION 
a. God will restore everything to the way that it was supposed to be, and those who trust in 

Jesus will get to enjoy eternity with God in the new heaven and new earth. And they will 
live happily ever after.  

F. SUCH A BEAUTIFUL STORY 
G. WHAT COULD BE MORE ROMANTIC? 

1. REMEMBER OUR MEDIEVAL ROMANCE? 
2. HERO/KNIGHT 

a. Who is our Hero in The Story? Who is our Knight? 
b. The Messiah! Who is God himself! 

3. QUEST 
a. What is our quest? 
b. To defeat sin and bring humanity back to a right relationship with God! 
c. Leads essentially to the Cross, the grave, and the resurrection.  

4. MONSTER 
a. Who is our monster? 
b. None other than ourselves! Hitler produced Hitler. Mao produced Mao. We produce war 

and poverty. We are the source of Sin! 
5. DAMSEL IN DISTRESS 

H. MOST ROMANTIC: JN 3:16 
1. John 3:16 

a. Joh 3:16  "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life 
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III. OUR STORY 
A. WHAT IS LOVE? 

1. “WHAT IS LOVE… BABY DON’T HURT ME… DON’T HURT ME, NO MORE,” 
2. LOVE IS NOT A FEELING 
3. ‘IN LOVE’ VS. LOVE 
4. LOVE IS A VERB 

a. Remember 1 Corinthians 13? Love is patient, kind, does not envy, etc. adjectives 
describing the actions of loving. Being patient, being kind, etc. 

5. ILLUSTRATION: THINK MARRIAGES & GROWTH IN LOVE 
 

Now I don’t want to get anyone in trouble but I want you married folk to think about your 
marriages. If I asked you all to raise your hand if you love your spouse more today then when you 
met them, hopefully all of you raise your hands.  

B. SUFFERING 
Now why would most of you likely say you love them more? Experience. You have endured trials 
and moments of great suffering together.  
 

1. You endured living in a one room apartment and eating macaroni and cheese for dinner. 
2. You stood next to them and held their hand at their father’s funeral. 
3. You were their shoulder to cry on. 
4. You endured empty bank accounts and hungry credit card debt collectors. 
5. You lost jobs. 
6. You survived nasty marital fights, flat tires, and those early marital meals. 

C. SURVIVAL  
Yet you didn’t just share in the trials and tribulations of life together. You also shared together in 
the survival of those sufferings. 

D. SUCCESSES 
And you didn’t also only share in surviving, but you shared in life’s successes. 
 

1. You bought your first house together. 
2. You watched the birth of your first child. 
3. You finally paid off that debt. 
4. You celebrated over a promotion. 
5. You had wonderful dates, bought new cars, and feasted on family thanksgivings, noche buenas, 

and lechon.  
 
If love was just about how you feel when the times were good or bad, our marriages would have 
too shaky and meaningless foundation. Love is rather a relationship, not a feeling. I love my wife 
more today because we have suffered, survived, and grown together. This is why most of you 
would raise your hand if I asked whether you loved your spouse more.  

 
The same is the case for single persons. This is all the same about friendships. Relationships… 
 
The same is the case for our relationships with God. Imagine you treated girlfriends, boyfriends, 
and friends the way some of us treat God. 



 10 

E. MK 12:28-34; LOVE & RELATIONSHIPS 
1. The Bible has something to say about the importance of relationships and love 
2. <Read Mk 12:28-34> 

a. 28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had 
given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most 
important?”  

b.    29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one.[e] 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’[f] 31 The second is this: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’[g] There is no commandment greater than these.”  

c.  32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and 
there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding 
and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.”  

d.  34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from 
the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.  

 
They ask Jesus for the most important command. How does he respond? The most important 
command is essentially a relationship. It is to love God with everything you have. Your mind, your 
heart, your strength. The second great command simply comes from the first. It’s still a 
relationship of love, but this time it is love directed to yourself and to others. 
 
People get caught up thinking the greatest command, or the greatest relationship, or the greatest 
story is just about loving themselves or others. They think if only they could just love themselves 
more (by experiencing passions and products), or if they can only find that long lost lover to be ‘in 
love with’, or have ‘real friendships,’ they would finally be satisfied. Their story would finally be 
good.  
 
But they are doomed to fail. The first great command is to love God. The great commandment is 
focused on relationships as they were intended to be: Loving. Essentially, we are to Love God, 
Ourselves, and Others. 
 
When we make our stories about ourselves, you can see that we make it about the wrong 
relationship. This makes our stories poor and empty. We were created for something so much 
more. 
 
The story is all about God. This is why the Bible opens up with those words, “In the Beginning, 
God”. We talked about everything he did. He created. He planned. He redeemed. He saves. He is 
the main character. HE IS THE STORY! 
 
We talked about the greatest love story ever, which is found in this love letter called the Bible. 
We talked about its four Acts, and what made it such an amazing and true story. The most 
romantic and exciting action-packed story of all time.  
 
The question then becomes how does our story relate to THE STORY? Is our story inline with 
The Great Story? If stories are all about relationships, and we were made to have relationships, 
then the essential question is do we have the Right Relationship? Is his Story Our Story? 
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3. THOSE WHO HAVE THE STORY 

 
4. THOSE WITH A DIFFERENT STORY 

a. Perhaps there are some of you whose story tells a different tale. Perhaps you are lacking 
this essential relationship. Perhaps you are searching desperately in the world and in 
people for real love, for a real meaningful story, for real meaningful relationships. I tell 
you now, with great somber and seriousness in my voice, that your search is in vain. You 
may find happiness and pleasures, but your story will still remain empty of the true joy 
found in the True Story. You may now be asking, what must I do to have this 
Relationship? How can I make His story my own?  
 

b. I’ve got wonderful news for you! There is no amount of flowers, or chocolates, or dates 
you have to pay for to buy a relationship with the one true God. God has already done 
the work for us. This was the most romantic work ever completed, which was done by 
Jesus on the Cross. Although we rebelled and committed adultery against God by 
ignoring our created purpose of having a relationship with Him by trying to replace that 
relationship with things in ourselves and in the world, God came to us. 
 

c. We wanted to Be Like God, and to win us back God became like us. Now that’s romantic! 
 

d. He died so that we may live. He stands forgiving and with open arms to embrace us in 
the most wonderful romance imaginable. There is nothing we have to do because he’s 
done it all for us. NOW THAT IS TRUE LOVE! That he gave the best he had, His own 
Son, himself, by taking up human flesh in the person of Jesus Christ, and dying so that 
we may live. (John 3:16) 

 
e. So perhaps you are asking, How can I make his story my story? Perhaps you are tired of 

searching in this world for that relationship. Again, you ask, How? Turn with me to 
Hebrews chapter 3 and 4. Here you will find your answer! 
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IV. CONCLUSION 
A. HB 3:7-4:11; REST & TODAY 

1. <Read 3:12-15; 4:1-7, 12-13> 
a.  12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that 

turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
“Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14 We have come 
to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. 15 As 
has just been said:  

b.     “Today, if you hear his voice,  
    do not harden your hearts  
    as you did in the rebellion.”[b]  
 
<Skip to verse 1 of chapter 4.> 
 

c.  1 Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none 
of you be found to have fallen short of it. 2 For we also have had the good news 
proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, 
because they did not share the faith of those who obeyed. 3 Now we who have believed 
enter that rest, just as God has said,  

d.     “So I declared on oath in my anger,  
    ‘They shall never enter my rest.’” 

e.    And yet his works have been finished since the creation of the world. 4 For somewhere 
he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: “On the seventh day God rested 
from all his works.” 5 And again in the passage above he says, “They shall never enter 
my rest.”  

f.  6 Therefore since it still remains for some to enter that rest, and since those who formerly 
had the good news proclaimed to them did not go in because of their disobedience, 7 
God again set a certain day, calling it “Today.” 

 
Did you hear that? This love letter is written to you! God says that we can ‘enter his rest’! We 
were created not to simply dwell on earth, but to find true rest in Him! No wonder you’re tired 
trying to find rest in relationships with persons and things! You’re looking in the wrong place! The 
Scriptures call this ‘unbelief’. Listen to what God is telling you through his word:  
 

“So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief,” 
 
This is why you don’t have rest, and don’t have the relationship, because you don’t believe in the 
Story. You don’t believe in the one who made you for a relationship with him.  
 
The passage is telling us why we don’t have rest: because we don’t believe and find rest in Him. 
We were created to rest in him. God created us for rest.  For worship. For relationship.  
 

“And on the seventh day God rested from all His works.”  
 

It will be said of some people here today,  
 

“it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news did not 
enter because of disobedience.”  

 
They did not believe. 

 
So if we know how we can make his story our own story, in faith which is shown through 
obedience, when can this all begin? When can our True Story begin? 
 
Again, God’s love letter, addressed to you, has the answer! 
  

“Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.”  
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“A Sabbath rest remains, therefore, for God’s people. For the person who has entered 
His rest has rested from his own works, just as God did from His.” 

 
Rest from the work of finding false meaning in relationships can end today. Did you hear how 
wonderful this all is? All you have to do to have the True Relationship, the True Story, is believe, 
and you can do this right now. You can rest from this toil of work today. Today! Today! Isn’t this 
wonderful news?! This is why it is called the Gospel, “good news”! 
 
May it be said of us:  
 

“Let us then make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall into the same 
pattern of disobedience.” 

 
Care to have your story his story? Turn to him, today, and believe! He has done the work for you.  
 
The Damsel in distress cannot have the romance of the Knight unless she first accepts and 
believes his love. Just like any gift of love, you have to accept it. You then get to enjoy the 
wonders of such a Relationship. 
 
Perhaps you want to know more. Perhaps you want to build your relationship. To know more of 
the story, and what role you play. The passage in Hebrews has the answer for whence you shall 
go. Right after this wonderful Gospel, this great news, about finding true rest now by believing in 
Him who did the work for us, look where it turns in Hebrews 4:12-13: 
 

“For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
penetrating as far as to divide soul, spirit, joints, and marrow; it is a judge of the ideas 
and thoughts of the heart. No creature is hidden from Him, but all things are naked and 
exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give an account.” 

 
Wish to know more of the Story and your role in it? The passage points to the Word of God. 
Study it. Read it. Learn it. In it is contained the greatest romance every told, written by God 
himself. He wrote the most beautiful love story ever, and he wrote it to us.  
 
He not only told us he loved us, but through the cradle the cross and the crown, proved His love. 
 
In Scripture we find the greatest most romantic true love story ever told. In it we not only find a 
great love letter written to us, but we find how we may make this love story our own. How we can 
make this great story, our story. 
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B. CLOSE: MISSIONS, THE LOVE STORY 
 

C. MATTHEW 28:18-20 
a. Mat 28:18  And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me.  
b. Mat 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
c. Mat 28:20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age." 
d. THESIS: WE ARE TO GO TO THE NATIONS, WITH THE CONFIDENCE OF CHRIST’S 

PRESENCE BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

D. ROMANS 10:9-17 
a. Rom 10:9 if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
b. Rom 10:10  For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 

confesses and is saved.  
c. Rom 10:11  For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to 

shame."  
d. Rom 10:12  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord 

of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  
e. Rom 10:13  For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  
f. Rom 10:14  How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 

they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching?  

g. Rom 10:15  And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!"  

h. Rom 10:16  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has 
believed what he has heard from us?"  

i. Rom 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  
j. THESIS: YOU ARE THE PREACHER. YOU ARE CALLED TO PROCLAIM THIS 

STORY. HOW CAN PEOPLE HEAR THIS STORY IF YOU NEVER PROCLAIM IT TO 
THEM? 
 

2. MISSIONS: EVERYONE GOING FORTH AND PROCLAIMING THE STORY, THEIR STORIES, 
AND DISCIPLINING PEOPLE TO MAKE HIM THEIR STORY… 

E. PRAYER 
 

  


